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In the journal paper Why Should 
Jewellers care about the Digital? 
Koulidou provides a discussion 
on digital jewellery practice from a 
jeweller’s perspective. The paper 
presents a critical overview in 
relation to both jewellery practice 
and material culture through the 
lens of the digital. More specifically, 
this paper questions what it means 
to be human when our bodies 
are extended through augmented 
means. 

The paper starts by analysing 
existing conceptions of digital 
jewellery as part of wearable 
technology and wearable heath 
technology and moves on to 
position digital jewellery as part of 
contemporary art jewellery practice 
through selected pieces of jewellery. 
In so doing, Koulidou highlights 
an extended palette of materiality 
through digital technologies and 
is cautious to consider this from a 
stance of a jeweller in relation to 
sensibilities towards the body, how 
we use artefacts to communicate 
with self and others and how we 
make things that are personally 
meaningful. 

Most of the digital devices in 
the market come with a set of 
expectations such as: What does it 
do? How long does the battery last? 
How cutting edge is the technology? 
By contrast, this research offers 
a focus on atypical personal 
interactions with digital technology 
in order to address a different range 

of questions and potentially open 
up our expectations of what digital 
jewellery can be. This critical review 
of digital jewellery defines a need for 
a better understanding of the digital 
experiences with contemporary 
art jewellery and reveals a rich 
conceptual design space. 

To this end, a framework for 
understanding and conceptualising 
digital jewellery is presented. The 
framework explores the more poetic 
qualities of interaction with digital 
technologies and the self. 

This output contributes to 
discussions around how 
jewellery practices that may 
enrich perspectives on designing 
wearables, marrying craft with 
technology, and personalisation of 
experiences. 

A contextual framework for digital jewellery
The figure illustrates the layers of a contextual framework for digital jewellery. Using the 
metaphor of the layers of a tree trunk, Koulidou discusses digital jewellery in relation to its 
form, function and interaction with the wearer. 
The outside layer represents an easily identifiable part of the piece, its materiality and its 
form. This layer highlights the maker’s sensitivity in working with materials and it raises 
the question of the narrative in the form of the digital jewellery piece. The second layer 
represents the poetic qualities of the interaction with digital jewellery. The third layer rep-
resents the meaningful connections between the wearer and the object that can ground and 
support one’s sense of self. This refers primarily to the function of the piece.
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Above: Excerpt from Koulidou, N. 2018. Why should jewellers care about the 
Digital? In Journal of Jewellery Research. Vol1, p.17-33. p.21
 
View PDF

Official External Link to Article Online Volume 1

https://www.journalofjewelleryresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/JOJR-vol-1-Koulidou.pdf
https://www.journalofjewelleryresearch.org/current-volume/
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The questions that the research aims to answer are: How can the digital help us understand the self? What is the 
value of a new way of imaging the body through the digital? Can jewellers add value to this process?
The schematics visually highlight the approach. The research outline is presented in Diagram 1. The highlighted 
area in Diagram 1 is the focus of this output.  Diagram 2 and Diagram 3 (next page) illustrate this part of the 
research in greater detail. 

Diagram 1: Mapping the research process
Foreground research explored the context of digital jewellery from theory. Through an 
illustrated contextual review the research offers an understanding of the field of digital 
jewellery from a technological perspective and the perspective of a jeweller.  This under-
standing informed an initial framework which is presented in this paper.  The framework 
and the context of the research informed the design of new examples of digital jewellery 
which acted as provocations within a group of  experts.  The practical knowledge in 
making the pieces and the conversations that arise from the Delphi discussion around 
the current state and future of the field informed the initial framework. The different 
stages of the research have been published in conferences and journal papers between 
2017-2021.

Diagram 2: Zooming in 
the research process. 
The focus of this output.
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The Smart Heart cardiac 
monitor necklace 
by Leah Heiss, 2016 in collaboration
with St. Vincent’s Hospital Mel-
bourne, and the Nossal Institute for 
Global Health.

Skin-Bone 
by Sesil Ugur 2011

Lens 
by Hazel White & Ewan Steel 2008

A digital Locket, Purple 
by Purple Technologies, LLC 2014.
link

Digital lockets Remember, For-
get, Daguerre and Orpheus
by Jayne Wallace 2010

NECLUMI Light Jewellery
By Collective  panGenerator 2014
link

For two rings
by Nicole Gratiot Stöber 1994

Flex 2 Fitbit 
By Fitbit link  
Left Fitbit accessories. right A pic-
ture of an iOS phone with the Fitbit 
application.

Address 
Mouna Andraos and Sonali Sridhar 
2007

Prototype modular jewellery 
Details from the screen based visual 
element of the work.
by Hazel White & Ewan Steel 2005. 

Inner 
Leah Heiss 2007
link

Blossom
Jayne Wallace 2004

Diagram 3: Zooming 
into the contextual review

file:https://www.dezeen.com/2014/09/26/purple-locket-artefact-digital-keepsake-jewellery/
file:https://vimeo.com/110207736
file:https://www.fitbit.com/global/uk/products/accessories
file:http://www.leahheiss.com/inner
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The Journal for jois a peer-reviewed online and open-access publication that 
focuses on the design, theory and praxis of jewellery. The article was published on 
the first volume of the Journal of Jewellery Research and recieved great reviews. 
View PDF

Official External Link to Article Online Volume 1

Above: Why should jeweller’s care about the digital? 
The reviewers point out the paper’s orginality, 
significance, relevance and contribution.
They found the topic of digital jewellery is in urgent need 
of being discussed within the jewellery discipline. The 
reviews and paper was assessed by the journal editorial 
board. Please go to the link: Reviews to see the original 
reviews as shown as PDF.

https://www.journalofjewelleryresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/JOJR-vol-1-Koulidou.pdf
https://www.journalofjewelleryresearch.org/current-volume/
file:/Users/konstania/Sheffield%20Hallam%20University/REF%20Unit%20of%20Assessment%2032%20template%20evidence%20library%20-%20Koulidou%2C%20Konstantia%20-%20assets/1%20-%20Why%20should%20jewellers%20care%20about%20the%20digital/d.%20DISSEMINATION/d.%20PDF%20or%20other%20attachment/JJR%20-%20Review.pdf

