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AMATEUR DESIGN

This research examines the relative 
merits and limitations of professional 
design practices as opposed to 
amateur design practices, and 
discusses the likely future for both 
positions.

While amateur design has a very 
long history (far longer than that 
of professional design), DIY and 
amateur making practices have only 
relatively recently become the topic 
of academic discourse. As such, 
there has been very little written 
in the form of an overview of the 
design profession per se, and even 
less written in the form of a meta-
narrative about amateur design 
practices. 

With the advent and strong uptake 
of the Maker Movement, and the 
growth of both Post-Industrial 
Manufacturing and of Open Design 
as modes of design practice, this 
narrative provides a timely reflection 
on the nature of the relationship 
between amateur and professional 
design.

The writing reflects on over 
a decade’s worth of primary 
research underpinning the book 
chapter, involving interviews with 
professional designers (including 
Bill Moggridge (IDEO), Clive 
Grinyer (Tangerine, Samsung, 
Design Council), Richard Satherley 
(Satherley Associates) and many 
others); practice-led research 
with proponents of Post Industrial 
Manufacturing (including Lionel 

Dean and Justin Marshall); and 
interviews with proponents of Open 
Design (including Ronen Kadushin 
and Peter Troxler) along with 
discussions with numerous amateur 
makers, combined with secondary 
research using published texts.

Above: Infographic of Maker Faire attendance growth

https://www.shu.ac.uk/art-design-media-research-centre
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Book ChapterAMATEUR DESIGN

Chapter in book: Atkinson, P. ‘Amateur Design’ in Massey, A. (Ed) A 
Companion to Contemporary Design since 1945, Wiley Blackwell, 
New Jersey, 2019, pp 373-392. For reasons of copyright this content 
cannot be made freely available at this point. Above: Cover of A Companion to Contemporary Design since 1945

https://extra.shu.ac.uk/refproject/Atkinson_Paul/4_AMATEUR_DESIGN/OUTPUT/ch%209%209781138780507_text.pdf
https://www.shu.ac.uk/art-design-media-research-centre
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Background and research methods usedAMATEUR DESIGN

Background

Atkinson was invited to write this 
chapter by the Editor, Anne Massey, 
because of his past research 
publications and his experience 
of researching the subject matter 
over the last decade. To date, this 
area of his research has resulted in 
nine peer-reviewed journal articles, 
five book chapters, two edited 
special issues of academic journals, 
two exhibitions, two exhibition 
catalogues and twenty-seven 
keynote speeches and conference 
presentations (mostly published in 
proceedings). 

There are a number of different 
primary research methods used 
in Atkinson’s published pieces,  
including archival research, semi-
structured, in-depth interviews with 
professional designers, and amateur 
makers, along with practice-
led research into post-industrial 
manufacturing and Open Design.

Research Questions  

Building on the research embodied 
in that previously published work for 
this chapter, Atkinson addressed the 
following research questions: 

• ‘What are the relative merits and 
limitations of professional design 
practices as opposed to amateur 
design practices?’
• ’What is the likely future for 
professional design and amateur 
design practice? ‘ 

He researched the rise of the 
design profession using secondary 
texts, comparing this to the history 
of amateur design from a mixture 
of secondary texts and primary 
research.  He also discussed 
the emergence of Post Industrial 
Manufacturing and Open Design as 
holding particular significance for 
the future role of the professional 
designer, citing his own experiences 
in these areas of practice. 

This balanced review enabled 
discussion of the relative merits 
and limitations of both positions, a 
narrative of the current state of play, 
and likely future developments in the 
interpaly between professional and 
amateur design practice. 

Reflection on past primary research 

Reflection on Atkinson’s own 
previous primary research as 
embodied in the numerous articles, 
chapters and edited Special Issues, 
covering a number of different 
related issues, including:

• The history of Do-It-Yourself:
Archival research using physical 
collections of DIY magazines held 
by collectors and libraries.

• The relationship between 
professional and amateur design:
Interviews with professional 
designers including Bill Moggridge 
(IDEO), Clive Grinyer (Tangerine, 
Samsung, Design Council), Richard 
Satherley (Satherley Associates) 

• The impact of post-industrial 
manufacturing:
Practice-led research in 
collaboration with Lionel Dean and 
Justin Marshall);

• The impact of Open Design 
methodologies: 
Interviews with Ronen Kadushin and 
Peter Troxler.

Secondary Texts

Analysis of published texts was 
carried out to address a number of 
issues, including:

• The Professionalization of the 
Design Industry: 
Woodham, J.M. (1997), Armstrong, 
L. (2015)

• Amateur Design:
Pacey, P. (1992), Stebbins, R.A. 
(1992, 2007), Hackney, F. (2013), 
Knott, S. (2015)

• The psychological benefits of DIY: 
Dissanayake, E. (1995), Gelber, 
S.M. (1997), Attfield, J. (2000), 
Hackney, F. (2006), Lupton, 
E. (2007), Sennett, R. (2008), 
Crawford, M. (2009),  Frauenfelder, 
M. (2010), Jackson, A. (2010, 2011, 
2013), Gauntlett, D. (2011), 

• Open Design:
Keen, A. (2007), Leadbeater, C. 
(2009),
Gaurav (2014),

• Future Economic Issues:
Mason, P. (2015)

Archival research, reflective writing, primary research 
involving interviews with professional designers and 
amateur makers, combined with secondary research 
using published texts.
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Book promotionAMATEUR DESIGN

A Companion to Contemporary 
Design since 1945 is an expensive 
book,  (the RRP is £150). As such, 
its distribution in hard copy will be 
largely restricted to university and 
reference libraries around the world. 

However, an ebook version is also 
available, as is an online version, 
whereby particular chapters can be 
bought individually (see publisher’s 
website and the imprint website 
opposite).

Above: Blackwell’s website

Above: Wiley’s website

Publisher’s and Imprint’s websites

https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/A-Companion-to-Contemporary-Design-Since-1945-by-Anne-Massey-editor/9781119111191
https://www.wiley.com/en-gb/A+Companion+to+Contemporary+Design+since+1945-p-9781119111184
https://www.shu.ac.uk/art-design-media-research-centre
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