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THE BEACON FOR HEALTH & WELLNESS FUTURES: SPOTLIGHT ON THE RAIL PARK, PHILADELPHIA, USA (2016)

This research tested how a public work could:-
• leverage science/tech to improve public health.
• redefine a discarded urban space to improve well-being;
• humanise the development and delivery of this work through multi-    
generational health activities and public workshops to encourage co-
discovery of solutions to help fix the broken US healthcare system.

The outcome, The Beacon, is the result of an interdisciplinary 
collaboration between Peter Lloyd Jones and Jenny Sabin and sighted at 
the Rail Park in Philadelphia an area of urban decay that became the 
focus of Design Philadelphia 2016. The Beacon features robotically-knitted 
seamless fabric columns, drawing attention to the emerging use of smart 
data-textiles within healthcare. These elements were housed within a non-
standard, laser-cut lattice steel shell in the form of a femur in abstract. 
Programmed by the dynamics of real-time human, machine and botanical 
datasets, The Beacon also pronounced the debut of Big Data, Smart 
textiles and VR within medicine. Public engagement with this research 
was achieved through a specifically-designed Beacon app that 
programmed The Beacon’s neurophysiological-relevant lighting scheme 
and the drone's weaving behaviour. Non-human data were derived by 
remote sensing plants on The Rail Park. These and other datasets 
generated additional sonic and visual outputs, transposing the public from 
the burgeoning Rail Park to The Beacon’s distal site at Jefferson 
University. This work was the first example of large-scale, material 
construction by drones; the exterior of the work emerged over the course 
of 10 days as drones deposited photoluminescent micro-cords onto 
surfaces in response to public engagement.

https://www.shu.ac.uk/art-design-media-research-centre
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THE BEACON FOR HEALTH & WELLNESS FUTURES: SPOTLIGHT ON THE RAIL PARK

Footage of THE BEACON on Lubert Plaza at at Jefferson University, Philadelphia, USA. NIGHT & DAY AT THE BEACON. OCT 15, 2016

https://vimeo.com/518522446/1b0b984c31
https://www.shu.ac.uk/art-design-media-research-centre
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SUMMARY OF RESEARCH ELEMENTS FOR THE BEACON ECOSYSTEM

BIO-INSPIRED 
ARCHITECTURE
Designed with Jenny Sabin 
Studio at Cornell University, 
the form and site of THE 
BEACON were inspired by 
The Gross Clinic painting 
by Thomas Eakins and was 
engineered by Arup.

VIRTUAL REALITY
THE BEACON was scanned       
to create a Virtual Reality 
experience; an imminent 
component within both 
medicine and design.

REMOTE SENSING
Data gathered from plants 
on The Rail Park were used 
to generatively design sound 
& light.

LIGHT & NEUROBIOLOGY 
Seasonally-affected disorder 
was discovered at Jefferson. 
Urban lighting affects both 
human and non-human 
behaviour. To highlight this, 
health questions posed on 
the app turned the Plaza into 
either a blue, red or orange lit 
environment each night.
Based upon neuroscience, 
blue light was chosen for its 
serotonin-inducing effects, 
whereas red and orange were 
selected for their stress and 
soporific qualities, respectively.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Reactivating Lubert Plaza was 
aided by more than 30 daily 
health-related and design 
events, communicated to the 
public via THE BEACON app 
while engaging The Rail Park 
remotely.

BEACON HEALTH APP
A free web app was designed 
to interact with the public by 
transmitting real-time footage 
of THE BEACON while posing 
daily health questions to the 
public that then controlled the 
performance of the system, 
including lighting, sound and 
drone behavior.

SPINNING INTO CONTROL
Lubert Plaza was scattered 
with Spun chairs. These were 
chosen due to their anecdotal 
ability to counteract the 
symptoms of Attention Deficit 
and Hyperactivity Disorder in a 
non-pharmaceutical way.

MULTI-SCALE 3D PRINTING 
Models of THE BEACON and 
it’s full -scale non-standard 
components and systems, 
including core elements 
housing datatextiles and the jig 
delivering filaments via drones, 
were 3-D printed.

ENERGETIC FIBRE 
PROPERTIES 
Photo-luminescent microfibres 
that gather energy during the 
day & emit light after dark 
were used to create both the 
knitted cores & drone-woven 
structures.

DATATEXTILES
The core of THE BEACON 
housed columns of seamless 
knitted data-textiles embedded 
with emergency flight & rescue 
data as an homage to this vital 
medical service.

DESIGNPHILADELPHIA 2016
THE BEACON was the main 
hub for the largest and longest 
running public design festival 
in the U.S. with MEDstudio 
at Jefferson University 
representing it’s largest 
supporter.

GENERATIVE SOUND 
SYSTEM 
Drone-weaving was 
accompanied by two musical 
compositions. BEACON was 
generated using Rail Park 
plant data, whereas DRONES 
was produced to counteract 
the noise pollution made by 
weaving drones.

DRONES WEAVING
HUMAN DATA
In response to a daily health 
question posed on the 
free public web app, and 
depending upon the answer, 
drones wove a specific pattern 
of photo-luminescent thread 
onto THE BEACON’s surface.

SURVEILLING BEHAVIOUR 
Patterns of public behaviour in 
response to THE BEACON at 
Lubert Plaza were continuously 
surveilled for 280 hours, while 
being livestreamed to the app 
and banked for future analysis.

https://www.shu.ac.uk/art-design-media-research-centre
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DESIGN RESEARCH METHODSTHE BEACON

Philadelphia has a metropolitan 
population of 5.7 million and 
is the poorest large city in the 
U.S. (1). Consequently, the 
health of many of its citizens is 
highly compromised; a problem 
compounded by multiple 
additional factors, including 
the general absence of free 
and accessible healthcare, 
an escalating opioid crisis, 
gun violence, high rates of 
hunger and food insecurity plus 
significant unresolved disparities 
that are rooted in historic racial 
injustice (2,3). These systemic 
conditions, when combined with 
other determinants, continue to 
drive poor health and reduce 
life expectancy within a city 
that was once known as The 
Workshop of the World (4).   

THE ABANDONED VIADUCT 
SECTION  OF THE FUTURE RAIL 
PARK (2016)
 
A significant part of this 
industrial heritage is still 
evident at the former Baldwin 
factory site in the Philadelphia 
neighbourhoods of Callowhill 
and Chinatown (5), which lie 
1.5 miles north of Jefferson’s 
medical campus. This former 
design and manufacturing 

section of the city once 
produced trains for The 
Philadelphia and Reading 
Railroad, which made their 
first journeys from factory 
floor into the US interior via 3 
miles of dedicated rail track 
that still spans 50 city blocks 
and 22 distinct Philadelphia 
neighbourhoods. Although 
decommissioned and fully 
abandoned in 1984, and 
driven to a large extent by 
ongoing partnerships between 
Philadelphia’s Center City 
District, Friends of The Rail 
Park (6), and with Jefferson 
University (via Jones beginning 
in 2014) (7), this site is now 
being developed as a future 
ribbon park and urban 
greenway, providing a public 
healing space that reaches into 
some of Philadelphia’s most 
deprived neighbourhoods. 

THE GROSS CLINIC BY THOMAS 
EAKINS (1875)

Research for THE BEACON 
project was designed to 
support The Rail Park, while 
simultaneously producing 

practices that are speculated 
to become common features 
within the future of architecture, 
medicine and healthcare. 
Ultimately, THE BEACON 
installation became the main 
hub for DesignPhiladelpia 2016 
at Lubert Plaza on Jefferson’s 
Center City campus (8), The 
project is a collaboration with 
Jenny Sabin Studio at Cornell 
and was led by Jones in his 
roles as associate dean of 
emergent design and creative 
technology in medicine at 
Jefferson and executive director 
and founder of MEDstudio@
Jeff; the first design school and 
research unit of its type to be 
established at a US medical 
academy (9).  

Since THE BEACON couldn’t 
be situated on the abandoned 
rail road, due in part to its 
environmentally toxic state, the 
first research phase focussed 
on deciding it’s location and 
designing its general form. To 
address both of these issues, 
we drew inspiration from The 

Gross Clinic, an iconic 1875 
painting by Thomas Eakins that 
depicts Jefferson professor 
Samuel Gross treating a 
young man for osteomyelitis 
of the FEMUR (10). Following 
his death, Gross was 
memorialised by a sculpture 
by Alexander Stirling Calder. 
which now stands on Lubert 
Plaza at Jefferson (11). As 
well, between 2014-18, Jones 
conducted research within 
the medical collection and 
archives at Jefferson as part 
of his development of a new 
medical curriculum that links 
design to medicine (12). This 
phase of research included 
investigation of Gross’ original 
notes and medical instruments. 
When considering all of the 
above, it was decided that THE 
BEACON’s design would take 
on the form of a FEMUR, and 
should be located in physical 
alignment with Calder’s statue 
of Gross on Lubert Plaza.  

THE BEACON SITE AT JEFFERSON 
IN CENTER CITY

JEFFERSON MEDICAL ARCHIVES 
RESEARCH

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/reports/2020/04/philadelphia-2020-state-of-the-city
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M19-2410
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/G18-0003
https://www.workshopoftheworld.com/introduction/introduction.html
https://www.philadelphiabuildings.org/pab/app/pj_display.cfm/139400
https://www.therailpark.org/
https://www.sciartmagazine.com/minding-the-gap-caring-for-collaboration-between-art--science-by-design.html
https://www.inquirer.com/philly/home/20161007_Jefferson_medical_school_meets_design_school__resulting_in_drones__ER_heat_maps_and_innovation.html
https://www.convergenceinitiative.org/february-18
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/fact-sheets/2006/12/21/fact-sheet-the-gross-clinic
https://jdc.jefferson.edu/campus_art_TJU/4/
https://www.metropolismag.com/design/raymond-richard-neutras-hippocratic-oath-designers/
https://www.shu.ac.uk/art-design-media-research-centre
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DESIGN RESEARCH METHODSTHE BEACON

Having selected a location and 
initial form for THE BEACON, 
the next research step involved 
refining its architectural core. At 
a design research workshop led 
by Sabin and Jones at Cornell 
in July 2016, a computationally-
derived latticed, femur-like 
structure would eventually be 
realised as a 20 ft installation 
constructed from non-standard 
laser-cut steel. 

JONES DISCUSSING A POTENTIAL 
BEACON PROTOTYPE WITH SABIN 
AT CORNELL

Linking THE BEACON at 
Jefferson to the future rail 
park site represented the next 
research objective. For this 
phase, we captured life on the 
abandoned rail road and then 
incorporated this data into THE 
BEACON’s design. Through a 
2016 Summer workshop held 
on the abandoned viaduct, the 
public were invited to participate 
in a curated tour of the disused 
rail lines, during which they 
captured their favourite wild 
plants using photography. After 
discussing these collections 
in a parallel workshop held at 
Jefferson, a Catalpa speciosa 
was chosen as the target plant 
species. Returning to 

INITIAL SKETCH FOR THE BEACON

the viaduct, this plant was 
then tagged en masse using 
customised remote sensors 
that directly measure changes 
in leaf volume in real time. 
After 10 days of recording, a 
periodic 18-minute cycle of 
change in leaf volume was 
defined, which subsequently 
became both the basis for 
three different frequencies of 
slow periodic light pulses (each 
of which was selected for the 
ability to impact neurobiology 
and human behaviour), as 
well as 2 generative musical 
compositions commissioned 
that eventually accompanied 
THE BEACON on Lubert Plaza 
(13).  

The next research phase was 
to embed THE BEACON with 
novel materials, bio-inspired 
forms and ways of envisioning 
data that would help speculate 
upon both the future of 
architecture that heals and 
non-pharmaceutical design 
interventions that improve public 
health, including the use of Big 
Data. One of these embedded 
expressions relied upon the 
development of novel formal 
materials designed to adapt to 
changes in a human-centred 
environment through formfitting 
and high-performance 
lightweight textile structures. 

NEUROBIOLOGICAL LIGHT-BASED 
RESEARCH

These elements were also 
chosen to herald the imminent 
use of smart fabrics and textiles 
within medicine, another aspect 
of Jones’ ongoing research (14). 
Research for this phase centred 
around the design of seamlessly 
knitted and woven lightweight, 
high-performing, formfitting and 
adaptive data textile structures 
that were ultimately held in 
tension within THE BEACON’s 
steel structure. These central 
responsive and data-driven 
tubular components were 

composed of photo-luminescent 
fibers that absorb, collect, 
and emit light; signifying the 
imminent need for sustainable 
design in architecture and 
medicine. 

PROTOTYPING SEAMLESS
ENERGETIC DATATEXTILES

Another aspect of this design 
research resides within the 
seemingly random holes 
that appeared within fabric 
columns. These voids represent 
embedded datasets derived 
from Jefferson’s emergency 
search and rescue helicopter 
flights that depart from above 
Lubert Plaza. As such, this new 
material system was desired to 
both honour emergency service 
workers while creating new 
ways of envisioning datasets 
in medicine and code-driven 
architecture.

Another critical additional 
research component for THE 
BEACON project was to 
introduce the concept of large-
scale material construction by 
drones within architecture, while 
simultaneously highlighting 
their increasing role as tireless 
assistants within medicine and 
healthcare. 

REMOTE SENSING OF PLANTS AT 
THE RAIL PARK USING GEOBOT 
SENSORS

https://soundcloud.com/justingeller/sets/the-beacon
https://www.jefferson.edu/university/news/2016/04/01/tju-suppor-research-functional-fabrics.html
https://www.shu.ac.uk/art-design-media-research-centre
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DESIGN RESEARCH METHODSTHE BEACON

To address this, drones were 
designed and programmed to 
weave the exterior skin of THE 
BEACON with photoluminescent 
micro-cord in response to 
human engagement with a 
specifically designed and free 
BEACON health Web app 
(footage at Fig.1). 

At its core, THE BEACON app 
for Health & Wellness was 
designed and coded to pose 
different health and wellness 
questions each day, to which 
the public could respond via 
their smartphones, tablets or 
computers. As a response to 
this reflection, the behavior of 
“weaving drones”, as well as 
the light and sounds at THE 
BEACON changed accordingly. 
These interactive changes 
in THE BEACON’s behavior 
could be viewed in situ or via 
a live-feed video provided by 
the web app. The app was 
also designed to provide users 
with information about daily 
programming for THE BEACON, 
which served as the main hub 
for DesignPhiladelphia (15); 
the largest and longest running 
public design festival in the US. 
The app (now retired) remained 
active long after THE BEACON 
left Lubert Paza, continuing 
as an interface, collecting 
and curating health data for 
subsequent research in studio, 
lab and other clinical settings.

Given the massive opioid crisis 
that continues in Philadelphia 
(16), an additional design 
research element for THE 
BEACON  project was to 
introduce the public to the idea 
that interactive technologies, 
including Virtual Reality (VR) 
will likely represent an additional 
way to treat pain by immersing 
patients within virtual spaces 
of healing. To highlight this, we 
imported THE BEACON into a 
VR environment. Accordingly, 
the installation was laser 
scanned to collect a highly 
detailed point cloud that was 
combined with high resolution 
imagery. 3D scans as point 
clouds were then compiled into 
a seamless point cloud and 
the resulting point data were 
cleared, coloured and filed for 
further development 
(footage at Fig.2).
 
In 2018, the viaduct section 
of The Rail Park was officially 
opened (17). Efforts continue 
between Jefferson and The Rail 
Park to green the remaining rail 
lines.

Fig.1: PROGRAMMING & PROTYPING DRONES THAT 
WEAVE (please play footage)

Fig.2: VR SCANNING THE BEACON (please play footage) 

https://www.philadelphiacfa.org/announcing-designphiladelphia-2016-festival-schedule
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/projects/philadelphia-research-and-policy-initiative/public-health-and-the-opioid-crisis
https://www.inquirer.com/philly/columnists/inga_saffron/reading-viaduct-park-railroad-philadelphia-callowhill-neighborhood-20180419.html
https://vimeo.com/518608074/02c91538f1 
https://vimeo.com/518607904/5e4f457db3
https://www.shu.ac.uk/art-design-media-research-centre
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DISSEMINATIONTHE BEACON 

THE BEACON acted as the main hub for 
DesignPhiladelphia 2016; the largest and 
longest-running public design festival in 
the US. Design research partners included 
Jenny Sabin Studio, The Rail Park, Drexel 
University, The Land Health Institute, Her-
man Miller & Cancer Support Community.   

Detail of the  drone-woven structure of THE 
BEACON after 10 days of surface -weaving 
plus one of it’s graphic identities.  

FOOTAGE: Spun Chairs at THE BEACON 
were chosen due to their ability to counter 
ADHD in an ongoing partnership with Herman 
Miller. Please press play to watch. 

A programmed drone (upper right) layers 
photo-luminescent thread onto the surface 
of THE BEACON. Drone behaviour was 
determined by the public’s response to a daily 
health question posed on THE BEACON app. 

Public opening of THE BEACON at Design-
Philadelphia 2016 by Jones and colleagues 
at Lubert Plaza, Thomas Jefferson University.  

Concurrent with THE BEACON installation, 
a 10 year retrospective exhibition titled 
“Intercurrences” featuring work between 
Jones and Sabin was held at The Center 
for Architecture & Design, Philadelphia. 

https://vimeo.com/518617187/e2fa379679
https://www.shu.ac.uk/art-design-media-research-centre


2/3

DISSEMINATIONTHE BEACON

Melamed, S. Philadelphia 
Inquirer (2016)

ARTICLES, CHAPTERS & ABSTRACTS

BRANDING & PROGRAMMING

MULTIMEDIA

Jones, PL. Sci-Art Magazine (2018)
Jones PL & Watt T.
Does Design Care?
(2017)

Jones, PL et al. 
The Beacon. AFFOA
Abstract at MIT 
(2017)

Jones, PL..Design 
School: After 
Boundaries (2018)

Sabin, J. Identity 
of The Architect 
(2019)

Beacon Identity with GHI Design

““Design dictates how well we live  
and die, and surely, that’s the broadest 
definition of what healthcare is  
about. And if that is broken, then we  
mustmust fix it.”

    DR. PETER LLOYD JONES, CreativeMornings Philadelphia, June 2016

WHY DESIGN + MEDICINE?
THE BEACON is an experiment in generative architecture and functions to  
stimulate new ideas between medicine and design and will take place during 
DesignPhiladelphia 2016. THE BEACON ecosystem, is a collaboration with  
MEDstudio@JEFF, directed by Peter Lloyd Jones, PhD, and Jenny Sabin Studio, 
which leads the architectural design. THE BEACON will be completed over ten 
days using new technologies, including drones and smart textiles, that are already 
reshaping the future of medicine and design. These and other prototypes will  
respond to health-related questions posed to the public via THE BEACON app. 
Daily events will range from meetings with architects, who are radically  
redesigning hospitals, to Mindfulness Movement classes. THE BEACON is also  
the place to meet The Rail Park, an organization dedicated to the development  
and maintenance of this future icon. The park itself serves as a data source  
for THE BEACON’s design, and has shaped a new collaborative partnership with 
MEDstudio@JEFF, founded on a common mission to improve the health and 
wellness of all Philadelphians via design.

Public spaces, including the future Rail Park should promote health and wellness 
through exercise and community. Outdoor fitness events, including yoga,  
mindfulness movement, spinning, and pick-up volleyball, will be hosted by  
THE BEACON during its ten days at Lubert Plaza. Classes will be led by instructors 
from the Jefferson Recreation & Fitness Center.

Detailed program information and links to registration can be found at  
THE BEACON app (www.MEDstudiobeacon.com). The app for health and  
wellness will pose daily questions to the public, and THE BEACON itself will  
actively respond to this feedback by changing its form and function. The app  
will continue dialogue with the public, providing an interactive interface  
for THE BEACON to collect health-centered feedback. The data and insight  
collected will be used to rethink and redesign health and wellness.

All events are free and some require registration.  
Detailed program information can be found at:  
www.MEDstudiobeacon.com  www.MEDstudiobeacon.com  

October 6-16, 2016
Lubert Plaza, 10th and Locust Streets, Philadelphia 

A new ecosystem for health and wellness futures curated and  A new ecosystem for health and wellness futures curated and  
co-designed by MEDstudio@JEFF’s Dr. Peter Lloyd Jones + Jenny E. Sabin co-designed by MEDstudio@JEFF’s Dr. Peter Lloyd Jones + Jenny E. Sabin 
leading architectural research and designleading architectural research and design

SPOTLIGHT ON THE RAIL PARK
Bringing The Rail Park + DesignPhiladelphia to  
Thomas Jefferson University’s urban #HOME

WHERE WHERE 
DESIGN + TECHNOLOGY DESIGN + TECHNOLOGY 
MEET MEDICINE  MEET MEDICINE  
TO EMPOWER PEOPLETO EMPOWER PEOPLE

WHERE 
DESIGN + TECHNOLOGY 
MEET MEDICINE  
TO EMPOWER PEOPLE

“ To embrace design is to spark novelty, 
improve livability, expand opportunity, 
streamline productivity, leverage 
capability, and massage readability—
but perhaps most importantly it is to 
engage humanity. And we do this best 
by being human, ourselves.”
JESSICA HELFAND, Design: The Invention of Desire, Yale University Press

Images © 2016 MEDstudio@JEFF + Jenny Sabin Studio
Design: GHI Design
BEACON Project Management + System Co-Design: Waxwood 
BEACON Research Associates/Adjunct Advisors: Michael Koerner + Liza Fredette/Parallax Collab

MEDstudio@JEFF presents

WHERE DESIGN + TECHNOLOGY MEET MEDICINE TO EMPOWER PEOPLE

October 6-16, 2016
Lubert Plaza, 10th and Locust Streets, Philadelphia

THE BEACON

32393 A.indd   1-5 9/27/16   6:45 PM

Promotion & Programming | View PDF

Fikes, E. Cornell Chronicle (2016)

Partnership with The Barnes 
Foundation

Jones, PL. Night White
Skies Podcast (2016)

Jones, PL. Creative Mornings 
Philadelphia (2016)

MEDstudio@JEFF Youtube channel | 
Please press play button to watch

Jones, PL. Studio 
Scientist Website

Jones, PL. Upland Film Co. film (2017) | Please 
press play button to watch

https://www.inquirer.com/philly/home/20161007_Jefferson_medical_school_meets_design_school__resulting_in_drones__ER_heat_maps_and_innovation.html
https://www.inquirer.com/philly/home/20161007_Jefferson_medical_school_meets_design_school__resulting_in_drones__ER_heat_maps_and_innovation.html
https://www.sciartmagazine.com/minding-the-gap-caring-for-collaboration-between-art--science-by-design.html
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/320083417_Does_Design_Care_An_International_Workshop_of_Design_Thought_and_Action
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/320083417_Does_Design_Care_An_International_Workshop_of_Design_Thought_and_Action
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/320083417_Does_Design_Care_An_International_Workshop_of_Design_Thought_and_Action
https://vernonpress.com/book/653
https://vernonpress.com/book/653
https://vernonpress.com/book/653
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15542769/2019/89/6
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15542769/2019/89/6
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15542769/2019/89/6
http://ghidesign.com/the-beacon
https://extra.shu.ac.uk/refproject/Jones_Peter_Lloyd/The_Beacon/DISSEMINATION/Panel%201%20%28Slide%209%29%20.pdf
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2016/10/drones-abuzz-beacon-takes-shape-philadelphia
https://nightwhiteskies.libsyn.com/2016/09
https://nightwhiteskies.libsyn.com/2016/09
https://creativemornings.com/talks/peter-lloyd-jones
https://creativemornings.com/talks/peter-lloyd-jones
https://www.thestudioscientist.com/#/engineering/
https://www.thestudioscientist.com/#/engineering/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7iSidx9Q8QI
https://vimeo.com/169322524
https://creativemornings.com/talks/peter-lloyd-jones
https://nightwhiteskies.libsyn.com/2016/09
https://www.shu.ac.uk/art-design-media-research-centre
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              SELECTED KEYNOTES & INVITED LECTURES DESCRIBING RESEARCH FOR THE BEACONTHE BEACON

June 2016 “Broken”. Invited lecture for CreativeMornings PHL. Penn Museum, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, USA. 
Oct 2016  “The Beacon”. Public lecture & discussion moderated by Inga Saffron, 2014 Pullitzer Prize winner for Criticism, Philadelphia, USA.
Oct 2016  “Constellational Creativity” Invited lecture and workshop leader, CreativeXchange, The Arts and Business Council, Greater Philadelphia, USA. 
Feb 2017 “A Chair is Not a Chair” Lecture, Herman Miller HQ & The Eames Archive.. Invited and hosted by Herman Miller. Zeeland, Michigan, USA.
Mar 2017 “NonLinearities” lecture at conference & launch of “Matter.Design.Computation”. Accompanies exhibition of work by Jones lab and studio. Cornell,  
  Ithaca, NY. 
Apr 2017 “From Cancer Vaccines to Spider Silk Jeans” Innovation Lecture. Thomas Jefferson University, Philadelphia, PA. 
June 2017 “The Future of the Design School”. Invited lecture. The Design Museum, London, UK.
Sept 2017 “Does Design Care” conference lecture, ImaginationLancaster, Lancaster University, UK. 
Feb 2018 “The Usefulness of the Useless”. Invited lecture at Concordia University, Montreal, Canada. Additional publicity here. 
June 2018  “Extreme Collaborations”. University of Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
Mar 2019	 “Unconference/Extremeties”	Introductory	lecture	and	moderation	of	session	by	Jones.	CHEAD-UK	annual	conference,	Sheffield	Hallam	University,		
	 	 Sheffield,	UK.
April 2019 “Reimagining Precision Medicine through Design”. Keynote at Center for Precision Medicine and Society launch. Also featured Harold Varmus   
  (Nobel laureate). Columbia University, NY, USA.
July 2019 “Survival Through Design”. Lecture at Belfast School of Art, Ulster University. Belfast, UK. 
Sept 2019 “Design Revolutions” Keynote speaker. International Association of Societies of Design Research conference. Manchester     
  Metropolitan University, Manchester, UK.
Dec 2019 “Biosynthetic Design”. Invited Speaker. Dyson School of Engineering, Imperial College & The Royal College of Art, London, UK.

https://creativemornings.com/talks/peter-lloyd-jones
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2016/10/drones-abuzz-beacon-takes-shape-philadelphia
https://www.pulitzer.org/winners/inga-saffron
https://artsbusinessphl.org/event/creative-exchange-2016-10-28/
https://aap.cornell.edu/news-events/matter-design-computation-art-building-nano-macro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SZUFXTNzmac&list=PLBDEktv5-tnZarxaoyz4aNNW30jyLqv6h&index=8&t=18s
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/317741599_Design_School_and_the_Industry_Turn
https://www.designresearchforchange.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Does-Design-Care-for-web.pdf
https://www.convergenceinitiative.org/february-18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FC21xcLPJA
https://www.facebook.com/opendesignmaster/photos/a.700650506632182/1989008851129668/?type=3&eid=ARATHlo2eDznh7W-iClR-uXQKzLJkZdQs9OspB4baLu18FmdxFiYUsoIE6ipwkygbG1v3CrNWSZRIQRy
https://chead.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Peter-Lloyd-Jones-CHEAD-UK.pdf
https://precisionmedicine.columbia.edu/content/precision-medicine-society-conference
https://iasdr2019.org/
https://twitter.com/tok_tok_celine/status/1201803291149119489
https://www.shu.ac.uk/art-design-media-research-centre
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JONES STUDIO AT THE BEACON (2016) MEDSTUDIO CAMPAIGN FOR THE RAIL PARK AS CAMPUS (2017)

THE BEACON AS ADVOCATE FOR URBAN HEALTH (2017) OPENING OF PHASE I OF THE RAIL PARK (2018) 

https://www.shu.ac.uk/art-design-media-research-centre


2/3

EXTRA INFORMATIONTHE BEACON

AFFOA/MIT report on THE BEACON’s 
Datatextiles (2016) 

Cornell AAP News (2016)

Jefferson Bulletin (2016)Jefferson Bulletin (2016)

Cornell AAP News (2016)

AFFOA/MIT report on THE BEACON’s Datatextiles (2016)

THE BEACON programme for DesignPhiladelphia (2016)

https://www.jefferson.edu/content/dam/tju/JeffNews/documents/2016/JeffNews-Vol-3-Issue-3.pdf
https://aap.cornell.edu/news-events/sabin-opens-beacon-designphiladelphia-2016
https://aap.cornell.edu/news-events/sabin-opens-beacon-designphiladelphia-2016
https://www.shu.ac.uk/art-design-media-research-centre
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Opening THE BEACON at DesignPhiladelphia (2016)

https://vimeo.com/518686028/aef10ea609
https://www.shu.ac.uk/art-design-media-research-centre
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